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depending upon facilities for utilisation which are available. If the colour
changes to mottled pink or colourless (disc reading | or o), a very low quality
is indicated and this milk is invariably rejected.
Unsatisfactory results may be due to some cause which is quite
unrealised by producers and they should not be accused of faulty produc-
tion methods as a result of a single test. It was recommended that where
50 per cent, of the tests proved unsatisfactory, having been classed as
Category C, restrictive action should be taken to deal with such persistently
unsatisfactory producers. In this class during the months of December
January and February were placed those producers whose milk returned
a disc reading up to 2. All supplies giving results below disc 3 should
be further examined by a direct microscopic test, a smear being made from
the milk in the offending tube which is fixed, and stained with methylene
blue (see page 507). The presence of large numbers of bacteria indicates
careless methods of production while the evidence of leucocytes demonstrates
the presence of abnormal conditions in the udder, particularly if these
are accompanied by long-chained streptococci. It should be noted
that a decrease in the intensity of the original blue colour is correlated
with a high fat content and should not be taken as an indication of poor
quality.
A modification of the Scheme was introduced experimentally in June,
1947, for a trial period and was carried out mainly in the bigger collecting
stations and dairies. The object of the modification was to ascertain the
additional amount of milk which would be lost for human consumption by
applying rigidly a higher rejection standard, and the actual keeping quality,
measured in hours, of milk of disc reading 3| or less. The Scheme did not
involve any change in the basis of actual rejection of supplies during the
experimental period. Two tests are used ; one is known as a sorting test,
being similar in technique to the standard routine test set out in pages 522 to
523, except that it was applied, without any temperature compensation, to
each producer's milk at least once a month unless the rejection test was
applied to each can from his supplies on one clay in each fortnight. A
composite sample was obtained from each producer's consignment, taken
from all cans or the weigh tank and the test is applied to this sample
within half an hour of sampling. The rejection test which is the normal
ten-minute resazurin test set out on pages 523 to 524 is applied to all cans
of milk :
(a)   Selected by the Platform Inspector in the usual way ;  or
(b)   Suspected of possessing poor keeping quality as disc readings of milk
from the same source on the previous day were 3-| or less ; or
(c)  Following disc readings of 3| or less discovered by the sorting test on the
previous day.
Tests made for reasons (b) and (c) above are continued daily until disc
readings of over 3-| are present for two consecutive clays. Many dairies are
carrying out this procedure; where the scheme is employed, the fortnightly
standard routine test is not carried out. When milk has been actually
rejected under this Scheme, these rejections are.notified by the dairy to the
producer. Persistently unsatisfactory producers were defined as those
who have had milk rejected on six or more days in any period of three
months. Both the sorting and rejection tests are now used as a basis for
the control of milk supplies by the trade.